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Psalm
46:3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,

though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.
Selah.



46:9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he
burneth the chariot in the fire.
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My father, Ong Siong Tua,
the villagers nicknamed him “the turtle genie”

BEHER  BABRRAE -

My mother, Ko Kiak,
a kind and gentle provincial woman.
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My sister, Ong Zhen Lian ;
I stayed with her for a while after Mother passed away.

FALLEE  ~RKEH
REFHFRDARTHITHEHR -
My brother, Eng Suan. He lost his life in a ship wreck in the Southern
Pacific waters, caused by the Japanese mines during WWIL
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I was 11 years old.

BMEDFRALUALAT -

Sui Ha was just a wee baby.
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1950 % 11 B 11 9 &% -
I was baptized on November 11" of 1950.
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My colleagues at Pei Xin School where I taught
when [ was a young teacher.

~3] ~



1955 # %GB R » B A B ERXHA

Wedding picture on the day of May 8", 1955
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Wedding picture on the day of May 8", 1955.
To my left is my God Father Mr. Zeng,
to Sui Ha’s right is my cousin, Tin Chiong.
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On the right is Mr. Ang Kiu Kok, my brother-in- law.
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1979, I was elected as the Governor of the Lion’s International
District 301E. I visited all 60 Lion’s Clubs
throughout my District.
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Established PACT alliance with Taiwan’s 300B district (top)
and Japan’s 336 District (bottom).

~36~



6L Paveao Twui Testivakdd ...
j.:h\.u/ CrowHIVG 1(_;‘\4.1%,._.{ Holag IS ON Ual

— L

Theld st Llae Paliawrwsw mdi

l-ﬁ,a

X

2% &% X

The crowning ceremony as the Datu
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The official document of my appointment
as the Honorary Sultan of Basilan.
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1993 AL B R B A MR IR BN AL

In 1993, I went to Taiyuan City
of Shanxi Province in China to attend
the Worldwide Wang’s Family Association
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b B 2 47
Visiting Hainan Island of China.
The phrase in red carved on the boulder says :

To make a solemn vow of love and eternal loyalty
high as the mountain and deep as the ocean.
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Official recognition from the California State Senate and
the Chamber of Commerce of the City Of West Covina
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Visiting the Panama Canal
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At the cape point of the Cape of Good Hope, South Africa
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The Winter Palace, St. Petersburg, Russia
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The Pyramid, Egypt

#5M8%

The Coliseum of Rome
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The Holy Grave of St. John, Patmos Island
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The Garden Tomb in Jerusalem, Israel
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My dearest friends, Shu Hong Jun and Shu Yin Jing
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My brothers and sisters in Christ of
The Happy Age Fellowship of
the Arcadia Good Shepherd UMC
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An Incredible Life Journey
by Johnny K. Lima

Foreword:

While I begun writing this book, though well and alive, 1
cannot help but feel this deep sadness in my heart; not so
much that I treasure my life, but for the thought of bidding
farewell to my beloved family and my cherished friends.....
Yet, other than the Christian belief in the everlasting life in
the Spirit, no mortals can escape the natural cycle of birth,
old age, sickness and death. Therefore, one should treat
life with a positive and optimistic attitude, know when to
take on life’s challenge and when to let go. Then, when it
comes to passing of our life, one can face it with a sense of
serenity and equanimity. I consider this the right attitude

towards life.

What is mysterious to me till this day was that when my
fortune was weighted at the age of eleven using the date
and the hour of the day of my birth, the result came out
to be "four and half tael”, and my fortune was told in a

prophesying poem :
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"To traverse through north, south, east and west without
obstruction,

Changing one's name or to leave one's birth place will
bring forth more prosperity,

Regardless of your profession you will fare well and in
everything you do.

Both in middle and old age, your life will fare the same."”

In retrospect, this poem seemed to have accurately

mirrored my whole life:

I was born in poverty, without any formal education nor
training, and I was once homeless. However, I have been
able to traverse through life smoothly, traveling around
the world, with a carefree attitude, which is reflected in
the first verse: "To traverse through north, south, east and
west without obstruction". Though my given name at birth
was Eng Chi, I later changed my name in 1948 when I
headed south to the Philippines. I left behind the memories
of humiliation and bullying by the village hooligan who
nicknamed me "Rat". My father had changed his name to
Antonio Lima when he was in the Philippines. I used the
same surname “Lima”, like him I also changed my given
name to Johnny, and I changed my Chinese name to Xia

Xing (meaning Summer Star).

What was also mysterious was that since changing to

a new name, everything has been smooth-sailing, my
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life took a better turn, exactly as depicted in the poem:
"Changing one's name or to leave one's birth place will
bring forth more prosperity, Regardless of your profession
you will fare well and in everything you do". Since then,
my life has completely changed for the better, as depicted
by the last verse of the poem. However, life is painfully
short, while counting my age, I am close to the finishing
point. Fortunately I have lived my life conscientiously by
following a healthy lifestyle, not drinking and smoking,
and by being a filial son. My eldest grand-daughter has
become a doctor, contrary to the last verse of the poem,
my life in middle and old age are not only the same, it
seems more fitting to rephrase it as "life in middle age and
in old age will be more brilliant". However, I’d like to see
this coincidence of the prophecy in the poem and my life

experience as an example of fortuity in life.

When it comes to fortuity, I am reminded of the works
of the great English poet, William Shakespeare. He had
created so many of the most wonderful coincidences
in his work. I remember being enthralled by the works
of Shakespeare in my youth; his brilliance and talent
delighted and impressed me. While reading his works, I
would close the book halfway and attempted to guess what
his next verse would be, but would soon realize my own
foolishness. His bold and unconstrained style is far too

superior to ever catch up to.
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I got married when I was 28, the following year I was
blessed with a son whom I named William in honor of
William Shakespeare, naming him Weilian in Chinese. The
meaning of his name contains the Four Anchors and Eight
Virtues, the moral foundation of society and the essence
of the Chinese people. The Four Anchors are: propriety
(good manners), justice (righteousness), uprightness
(incorruptible), a sense of shame and disgrace. The Eight
Virtues are: loyalty, filial piety, benevolence, love, honesty
(faithfulness), justice (righteousness), peace and harmony.
Moreover, Lian rhymes with Liam in William. All my
children's names are abbreviated as WL, W stands for their

first names, and L stands for the initial of my last name.

The great poet who I admired, William Shakespeare (born
and baptized on April 26th, 1564, died on April 23rd,
1616) was a renowned English actor, theatrical author and
poet. His numerous works and theatrical accomplishments
had been a great influence on English literature. Even
Goethe was a loyal fan. Shakespeare was 52 when he

passed away.

Some speculated that Shakespeare participated in the
translation of the King James Version of the Bible. They
alleged that during the translation of Psalm 46, he inserted
an unbreakable secret code. This is because within this

psalm, if you count down 46 words from the top (not
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including the title), you will find the word "shake"; then,
if you omit the word "selah" and count 46 words from the
bottom you will find the word "spear". These two words
combined results in the word "Shakespeare". When the
King James Version of the Bible was being translated, he
was 46 years old (although the translation was published
with the official approval of King James I in 1611). This
is a mysterious coincidence, because till this day there has
been no concrete proof to substantiate these assumptions

or to confirm that this was God's decree.

The following are quoted from the King James Version of
the Bible:

46:3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,

though the mountains [shake] with the swelling thereof.
Selah.

46:9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the [spear] in sunder; he
burneth the chariot in the fire.

On the path of my spiritual experience and while exploring
the Bible, I have often discovered a similar pattern of
coincidence. Not only have I been profoundly touched,
I could grasp the presence of God concealed therein; but
we should be very cautious, to refrain from any heretical

thinking or to distort the facts which will lead us astray.
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As it is said in 2 Peter 1:20 : "Above all, you must
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by
the Prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had
its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as

they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."

In order to understand the chapters and verses from the
Bible, we ought to always pay attention to the full context
of the scripture and refer to related chapters; this is the
humblest and most respectful approach towards the Truth
of the Scriptures, be ever watchful not to make the mistake

by taking it out of context.

Earliest Ancestors

According to the historical records, origination of the Wang
family can be traced back to: Wang ZiQiao (565-549 B.C.)

Family History

The sect of our family originated from the province of
Fujian, Jin Jiang City, Jin Jing Bing Zhou Village and
we are related to Wang ZiQiao. Sir ZiQiao was a royal
descendant of ancient Duke Zhou from Tai Yuan in the
northern part of China. Not until 49 generations later did

our ancestors migrated to Fujian..........
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Our family genealogy dates back to ancient time, it assigns
the first character of given names for every offspring born
to the family. The genealogy of our sect has the names
assigned up to 30 generations. I am of the 20th generation

and my children are of the 21st generation.

The first character of my children's name is "Wei". I found
out later that this character had been used by our 14th
generation ancestors. When I realized this, I thought to
myself: time has changed—in modern days and in other
cultures, it is common for people to use the same name of
their ancestors to name their children. What's more is that
reusing the names of ancestors can be seen as a way of

carrying on the family legacy.

Early Life and My Family

I have a very faint memory of my father, I was told that he
sailed to the Philippines (what is now in Southeast Asia)
to make a living. Although, he only had a few years of
schooling at the village school; amazingly, he possessed
an impressive literary foundation, and that he was capable
of writing beautiful calligraphy; to which I am unable to
catch up to his accomplishments. My father was a very
intelligent man, his real name was OngSiongTua, and

the village folks nicknamed him "the turtle genie", which
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symbolizes his intelligence. But throughout his whole
life, he was ravaged with ill health; he passed away when
he was only 59 years old. He left a will, which I have
read repeatedly, it was elegantly written, every word can
be seen as the golden laws and precious rules of life; all
but with the exception of this belief: "life and death are
predestined, riches and honors are Heaven-willed", which
I thought to be superstitious. To attribute our life and
death to Heaven is indeed a very passive way of thinking.
As Christians, we believe in the teaching of Psalm 51:10
whichsays "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew
a steadfast period within me." A pure heart and a righteous

spirit are the attributes of a constructive outlook of life.

My mother was very kind and gentle, but was sickness-ridden
with poor health; a provincial woman who received barely any
education. I was born and raised in the village, and attended
school at the Eng Chiu School. My given name was Eng Chi,
a name given by my mother, which carries the meaning of
"reviving or awakening her heart." There was a hooligan in our
village, bullied and teased me often; he’d cruelly nicknamed

me "Rat", his tormenting was unbearable.....

While I was young I had to help out with the farm work,
although I was still schooling, the reality was that I was also
working in the fields. I was drawing water to irrigate the
plants at the crack of dawn, spending summers toiling in the

fields; sweet potatoes were my staple food, meat was only
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offered during the Lunar New Year and other festivities. It

was a very destitute experience beyond words.

I was born in 1928, on the Seventh month and Eighth Day
at 7:00 a.m. of the Chinese lunar calendar on the 17th year
of the Republic of China. I have an older sister, Zhen Lian,
widowed at an early age. My eldest brother, Eng Toon, who
died at a very early age, my other brother Eng Kim, died
at old age. During my early years, my father was away in
the Philippines; In my early childhood, I remembered my
loving mother who doted on me and my other older brother
EngSuan and we were happy children who didn't have a
care in the world. We were both students of the Ying Zhou
Elementary School established by the village government.

In 1937, my brother Eng Suan departed for the Philippines
to reunite with our father who has then settled at the
Southern Island, he was only 12 at that time; I was
only 9. Eng Suan later left for Manila, the capital of the
Philippines, to attend an overseas Chinese school. His
academic accomplishments were impressive. During the
Japanese invasion of China and Southeast Asia, Eng Suan
boarded the ill-fated S.S. Corregidor on December 17th,
1941, tragically it hit a mine and sunk; he perished with
the ship. He had just graduated from high school, at the
prime of his youth with a very bright future ahead of him.
In China, we were not aware of his fatal accident, without

any inkling of his tragic death; because between 1941 and
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1945, there was a complete cutoff of all communications,
otherwise, our mother would not have survived this blow
if she had known. On April 20th in 1944 of the Chinese
lunar calendar, our mother committed suicide as a result
of being harassed by the village hooligans, our family
suffered a radical change. Painfully alone, I was forced
to move into the home of my sister, Zhen Lian. She was
widowed at an early age, but she was dignified and had a

harmonious relationship with her neighbors.

While staying with my sister, I was treated kindly by
her neighbors, my sister and her good friends partnered
and started a small shop in the village and I was put in
charged to manage it. My sister's home was by the sea, the
majority of the locals were fishermen; I attempted to buy
a fishing boat and begun my life as a fishing boat operator.
I would be traveling between neighboring villages to buy
fishing baits while it was still in the middle of the night.
As the saying goes "adversity breeds greatness", may
there be reward after toil. Who would have thought that a
small business enterprise was just the beginning of one's
determination in pursuing life’s goals. Yet being in those
trying times, no matter how much one persevered or how

capable one was, one's goals were difficult to succeed.
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Making a new life in the Philippines

In 1948, my father fell ill and was desperate to see me.
He sought the help of a relative who was then living in
the Philippines to help with the paperwork of getting me
to the Philippines. I just turned 20 at the time. Sorrowful
and somewhat excited, I headed to the Consulate of the
Philippines in Amoy (Xiamen) to have my paperwork
processed; it was a laborious process which involved
traveling back and forth to the Consulate numerous times,
it felt like longer than a year! Finally, on June 21st, 1948, I
set off to the Philippines on a visitor's visa; yet, my father
had already passed away on the 26th of January. Aside
from the agony, I was once again painfully alone, without
a place to call home. My father was only 59 years old
when he passed away. Tragically short for a distinguished
intellectual. My brother, EngSuan, nicknamed Sharp, was
very intelligent ever since he was a child, the neighbors
called him "the sharp tip of the young grass"; but it is a
grave pity that his ship exploded and met his fatal death at
sea during the Japanese occupation of the Philippines. He
was only 16 and had just graduated from high school.

I was overwhelmed with sorrow and agony, I felt helpless
and hopeless; the only thing I could do was to uphold
my self-respect, and to conduct myself accordingly.

Leaving behind the poor Chinese village, I began my
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journey of seeking an entirely new life in the Philippines
where my father had settled and started his life. In the
five years to come, I was the living proof of "when one
door shuts, another opens", I moved around in a society
of extravagance and dissipation in the city of Manila. I
went from a homeless youth to various jobs as a driver,
tutor, an Elementary school teacher; I have also worked
at a printing company as a typesetter for "Gong Li Bao",
one of the Chinese newspapers. Back in those days, as
a typesetter, I had to walk an average of three steps to
locate a block for each letter; unlike now where it is so
much more efficient with the invention of the computer.
Apart from work, cultivating friendships and the pursuit of

knowledge were my most important life goals.

There was a supplementary section on the "Gong Li Bao"
called "Friends of the Morning Light". This section of the
newspaper had many readers, many of whom were young
intellectuals. There were frequent gatherings of these
young people and writings penned by the members were
published on the supplementary section. The writings
created a fervor and became the emblem of motivation for
the overseas Chinese youth. One of my greatest regret was
the abrupt termination of my studies due to the changes
in the world and the impact of the ongoing war at the
time. Therefore, apart from work, I would jump at every

learning opportunity available. I started schooling at the

~61 ~



Pei Yuan High School. During the night I also attended a
night school that taught English.

While studying at the night school, I befriended Mr. Lim,
who became my closest friend. Friend Lim asked where
my home was, I confessed to him truthfully that I did not
have a place to call home. He told me that he was in the
imitation jewelry business and that he rented a spot at a
store in Quiapo where he would sleep there at night. He
invited me to stay with him. I was unable to turn down his

earnest offer and so I stayed with him for a while.

Becoming a Teacher

In 1950 I registered to take the intake exam for teachers,
an exam organized by the Embassy of the Republic of
China. Fortunately I passed and was hired to teach at
Guang Ren School. Later I taught at Pei Ren School and
was also assigned as the Dean of Studies. In 1954 1 was
hired to teach at the Surigao Elementary School. As a
teacher, I knew I would have to conduct myself properly in
my social interaction and be sincere in my attitude. There
were a total of eight Chinese teachers and ten English
teachers, with a total of over three hundred students. One
day unexpectedly, one of our Chinese teachers resigned,

Principal Ng sent Dean Tan and Mr. Cua to Manila to
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recruit a suitable candidate. They managed to hire Miss
Yuan Sui Ha, a young maiden who has never left home
until then. My first impression of Miss Yuan was that she
was very slender and somewhat dark-skinned. Who would
have thought that over time our feelings grew for each
other. After our contract expired, we returned to Manila
were married on May 8th, 1955 at Ah Lee Restaurant. Our
matrimonial ceremony was very simple, the venue was
small and very few friends and relatives attended. Sui Ha's
father, Mr. Santos de Jesus originated from the province
of Guangdong, Tuanfun Town. After we were married, I
hired a taxi to transport us to the small room we rented
in a building. Our furniture was given to us as wedding
gifts by my friends. In retrospect, I was a drifter who was
homeless, all of a sudden I was married, how extremely

audacious I was.

In 1955 I was hired as a high school teacher in the
Southern Island of Sulu. While working as a teacher
there, I also studied very studiously at the correspondence
school that was established by the Taiwanese Overseas
Committee. I recall there was an essay competition
organized by the school, my entry was titled "On festive
occasions, more than ever, one thinks of one's dear ones",
in which I described the love my sister has showered upon
me, the accompanying illustrations were the works of my
colleague, AngKiuKok, an Art teacher. My entry won the
Ist place, the 2nd place went to a candidate in Hong Kong
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and the 3rd went to a candidate from the U.S.A. Thereafter
I received many books as a gesture of encouragement from
the Taiwanese Overseas Committee. Who would have
thought that my colleague, the Art teacher, AngKiuKok,
would one day be my brother-in-law, not only was he the
better half of my wife's sister, he later became a renowned

national artist in the Philippines.

Becoming a Father

During our stay in Sulu, my wife was pregnant with our
first child; she gave birth to a baby boy on June 28th,
1956. I named him William after William Shakespeare.
Ever since that moment, I could deeply appreciate the
role of being a father, which is of huge responsibility and
I must be more careful and conscientious with the way I

conducted myself.

In 1958, my cousin, Ong Tin Chiong, noticing that I
have started a family, which entailed more financial
responsibilities, advised me to start my own business;
for if I were to continue teaching, I would not be able to
make ends meet. He was very generous to offer me a loan
of $2000 pesos, a gesture of such generosity that I shall
never forget. Although I have repaid the loan, I remain

ever grateful and carry that in my heart. When he fell ill,
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I contributed my help in every possible manner but I still
feel that it is never enough to repay him for all that he did

for me!

I started my first enterprise in Manila running a garment
factory. I purchased a sewing machine. Not only was I
solely responsible for the purchasing of all the materials,
sewed our product samples, and so was I also the sales
person. Since then, I had moved my business to different
locations when it went from a small business to a bigger
one. Unfortunately due to my lack of experience, it was
on the verge of bankruptcy. I was forced to move my
business to a smaller town. At that time there were two
viable locations: for comfortable weather, Baguio of
Luzon Island would be ideal; but in terms of striving for a
better future, Davao City of Mindanao should be the best
choice. I picked the latter, as I was more geared towards
striving for a brighter future. In 1965, I experienced the
most trying challenge throughout my business career when
I opened a department store in Davao City. It was not until
1972 that my efforts begun to pay off. My wife was very
supportive of me and she oversaw the needs of our family
as a woman of constancy would; her dedication to her role

enabled me to focus on the development of my business.

Since I have settled and established myself in Davao, it
was only natural to contribute to the community whenever

possible. In 1974, I was honored to be conferred with the

~ 65~



title "Datu" by the natives of Davao. In 1976, I established
Datu Complex, Inc. and Lima Department Store. In
1978, I ran for the Governorship of the 301E District of
the International Lions Club. And it was at this time, I

entrusted my business affairs to my second son, Walden.

In May of 1979 after I was elected as Governor of the
International Lions Club, I flew to Canada to be sworn
in. I took the opportunity to travel across North America.
During my appointment as the Governor, I visited all of
the 60 Lion Clubs throughout my whole District with
over 2000 members. During July of the same year, I was
awarded the title of Honorary Sultan by the tribal leader of
the Muslim-populated Basilan Island.

All in all, I have visited Southeast Asia including
Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Burma, and India. |
have also traveled to Europe including England, France,
Italy, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany, Spain,
Liechtenstein, the Vatican, Monaco and Austria. As for the
Far East, I have travelled to Japan and Korea. As for the
Americas, I have been to Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii and as
many as 30 states of the U.S.A. Not to mention Australia
and New Zealand from the Southern Hemisphere. In 1996
I travelled to South Africa. In 1997 I went on a pilgrimage
of these holy cities including Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey
and Greece. | have also written a book on my pilgrimage

of these holy cities. Last but not least, China, Taiwan,
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Hong Kong and Macau; in 1997 I went on a cruise around

the Panama Canal and the Caribbean Islands.

In 1980, upon the completion of my term as Governor of
the International Lion's Club, I established the first branch
of Datu Complex, Inc. in Southern Koronadal. In May of
1981, the second branch was opened in General Santos,
which I named Datu Complex, Inc. In 1983 the third Datu

Complex, Inc. opened in Agdao.

The success of Datu Complex, Inc. could be attributed to
the hard work and dedication of my wife and my children.
Although I was the founder, I was guilt-ridden for I did
not fully dedicate myself to its operations; especially
towards the end of Datu Complex, Inc. before it failed,
it was under-performing and was eventually eliminated
through the competition by other enterprises in the same
trade, which I suppose could also be attributed to my lack
of participation in its operation. This remains a regretful

event of my life.
When I look back to my younger years, albeit the strife

and destitution, I would always dedicate time and energy

to affairs concerning my country and the society.
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Emigrating to Hong Kong

In 1985 we were forced to flee to Hong Kong due to the
political instability in the Philippines, and from Hong
Kong we later immigrated to the U.S. I had endeavored to
implement my business plans in the U.S. but it was a grave

pity they couldn't be carried out!

Since I fled the Philippines for Hong Kong in 1985, I stayed
there for a total of twelve years until 1997. Although I was
keen to invest in the local real estate, I hesitated because
I was not familiar with the local customs and regulations.
What seemed uncanny was at that time my old roommate
and good friend, Lim, had also settled down in Hong Kong
and was running a jewelry business. We were both surprised
when we ran into each other. I told him that I was checking
out a new development in North Point, this as part of my
plan to prepare for the start of my real estate business in
Hong Kong. Friend Lim strongly advised me against it,
instead he convinced me to operate a jewelry business; I
immediately agreed to his proposal based on our friendship
and my trust in him. I then rented a space,, applied for a
business license, hired workers and started production of my
goods. I have also participated in exhibitions in the U.S.A.
Friend Lim asked me for a fee of HK$50,000 which I did
not feel comfortable, but since we were friends, I gave in

finally. After almost three years of a hectic schedule which
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came to nothing, I ended up closing my business. I was well
aware of my own naiveté, but I did not place any blame
upon Friend Lim; as for him, his jewelry business failed and

he suffered the same fate as mine.

Then, I remembered my original plan of real estate
investment. This time I reminded myself that I must
be very cautious. Between 1989 and 1997, I was fairly
successful in my real estate investments, but with the
imminent handover of Hong Kong to the Chinese
Government, the future was unknown to me. I decided to

sell all my investments and relocate to greener pastures.

After the transfer of the sovereignty of Hong Kong to
the Chinese Government on June, 1997, I sold all my
real estate investments and moved to Los Angeles. When
I first landed in Los Angeles, it was a foreign place to
me. Apart from settling down, I also needed to set up
a business. Starting anew was difficult. I started with a
jewelry store, followed by a land development business
and a supermarket; I was also a vendor at flea markets
but incurred losses in every endeavor. Finally I purchased
business complexes and strip malls, I acquired one after
another; and I eventually realized that a guarantee of
success in the real estate business depends on these two
major factors: location of the property and the quality of

construction of the property.
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My Relationship with God

I was baptized and became a Christian on November 11th,
1950. Since 1983 when I was residing in Hong Kong , I
attended services at the Fujian San Y1 Fellowship; and I have
been a devout student of the Bible for 25 years since then,
which is one third of my lifetime, a considerably long
time! Notwithstanding, I am humbled by my inadequacy
of my knowledge of the Bible. As the saying goes "the
more we study, the more we discover our ignorance".
On the other hand, I am consoled by the thought that
back then when I started my quest to discover God,
there were thousands of questions floating in my head;
with answers hitherto unknown to me. To date, I am yet
to find satisfactory answers to my questions. GOD is
MYSTICAL. I have this sense of myself surrendering
every fiber of my body and soul to the embrace of God,
and knowing that God's greatness is always manifesting,
His presence and love are an undeniable Truth as it is told
in the Scriptures: "Word of You had come to my ears, but

now my eyes have seen You."( Job 42:5)

The wisdom in the scripture has enlightened me. I am filled
with a liberating sense from worldly detachments, enabling
me to let go of mainstream sentiments, encumbrance,
anxiety and worries; and to give myself wholeheartedly
to God for whatever time that is left of me. I am running

towards the benchmark without looking back.
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I have written and edited Bible-related works in the form
of study aids, including but not limited to: the New and
Old Testament which totals 890 pages, materials which
are similar to mentoring with illustrations, translation of
the characters and places from Chinese to English, bits of
pieces, the essence and the gist of the Bible. Last but not
least, the concise introduction and the Q&A (questions and
answers) section of the Bible, and all the characters in the
New and Old Testament. These materials have been used
during our fellowship gatherings and Sunday School Bible
studies. Throughout my life, I have been watched over by
God. With a thankful heart, I have composed more than
300 hymns for worship, "Oh! My Soul!" is one of them.
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Life in America

In the US, I reside in Arcadia, California, and I became a
member of the United Methodist Church, first with The
Good Shepherd UMC and now with Faith UMC., Our
pastor, Matthew Chong is a very kind and faithful servant

of God, so are my fellow members of the church.

Thanks to the Almighty God for his grace, since 1999
when I begun investing in shopping malls, I have been
blessed with smooth-sailing experience and satisfactory
results. At the same time, noticing that the real estate
industry of Hong Kong after the handover from the British
to China has not changed but continuous to flourish, I
decided to make an investment as a trial. To my surprise,

the results exceeded my expectations.

In 2001, I joined my fellow brothers and sisters to plan
for a cruise to Alaska. It was an earnest invitation I could
not refuse. Besides, my wife and I were blessed with good
health—we were physically agile and able. Jennifer from
Travel Design made all the travel arrangements for us.
But alas! To my disbelief, I was diagnosed with late Stage
2 prostate cancer on January 25th, 2002. To comply with
my doctor's recommendation, I underwent an aggressive
treatment which affected our attendance to Sunday services

and fellowship gatherings; I was thus overwhelmed with
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guilt towards God. Despite my weakening body and my
deteriorating health, the cruise to Alaska was constantly
on my mind. While still undergoing my treatment, I was
at the same time coordinating with Jennifer from Travel
Design to make all the necessary arrangements to ensure
that the trip to Alaska will become a reality, so that the
dream of traveling to Alaska with my fellow brothers and

sisters of my church will come true.

Nowadays, prostate cancer is commonly treatable.
However, its effects on me were uniquely challenging;
perhaps it was my own body that couldn't sustain its
effects and that it was discovered at a very late stage. After
twenty-eight sessions of radiation therapy, my condition
improved considerably well; but while I underwent
my final treatment of radioactive implant, the pain was
unbearable. It was as if [ was in the valley of the shadow
of death, all I could do was to cry out to God for His
Salvation. In between my painful moans I would sing
"Precious Lord, Take My Hand" and my face would be

covered with tears.

My fellow brothers and sisters have always thought of
me to be spiritually faithful, they see me as strong and
tenacious. Indeed I am! I fear nothing except Jehovah
whom I revere; I can hold myself calmly under any

circumstances because this falls under the spiritual and

~74 ~



mental aspect of oneself. However, the physical aspect
is susceptible to pain which is a natural reaction of one's

body when in pain; that cannot be repressed nor disguised.

I was admitted into the hospital on April 25th and was
discharged on the 27th. During the time between May
10th and the 18th of 2002, I joined the cruise to Alaska
with my fellow brothers and sisters despite my frail
physical condition. They were happy for my recovery,
seeing me with exuberance and strength. I have God to
thank for bestowing upon me the power to repress the
tormenting pain that [ was experiencing. In order to fortify
my strength, I repeatedly read the words in 2 Corinthians
12:9-10: But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore [
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ,
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then |

am strong.

After that major illness, I was able to recover rapidly, and
my understanding of healthy living was further enhanced.
Firstly, maintain a consistency in physical exercises, first
thing in the morning I exercise Luk Tung Kuen which
consists of 36 movements; followed by swimming.

Secondly, I strictly regulate what goes into my mouth; I
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refrain from eating any foods which are harmful to my
body. My diet is meat-free and sugar-free, I drink a cup of
coffee every morning. Thirdly, I absorb myself in rewriting
the essence of the teachings of Christ, maintaining an
intimate relationship with Him, and to keep my mind and
my body pure. Since 2002, my health has been robust and

vigorous.

The Five Blessings

I am constantly aware of the short span of one's life. Even
if I were to live a hundred years old, life is all but a fleeting
moment. When I look back on my life, from starting with
nothing to all that I now possess: I live comfortably now,
yet I was once without anyone nor anything to fall back
on. I was a homeless orphan, now I am blessed with an
abundance of children and grandchildren. I am now of old
age, what more can a man ask for but the Five Blessings
to descend upon him and his family? The Five Blessings
originated from the Book of History, a collection of the
historical literature of ancient China. The Five Blessings
are widely knownto many Chinese families. The majority
of them are familiar with this idiom but very few people
recognize the fundamental principles of the Five Blessings
and what each blessing signifies. The Five Blessings

comprise of: longevity, prosperity, good health, nobility
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and a peaceful and painless passing. One's wishes are
completely fulfilled should one be blessed with these Five

Blessings!

As it is commonly said: God's plans supersede that of

Men, what is known as Heaven is actually God.

After my diagnosis of prostate cancer in 2002, I often
monitor my CEA, a cancer index. Ideally the amount
should not exceed 5.2, normally it is around 3.5. Lately
it suddenly rose up to 13.1, upon the advice of Dr. Lim
I made arrangements for further testing and screening at
the G.L. Clinic. The test result indicated that the left side
of my colon was overtaken by cancerous cells, it was
very severe, and there was no other way but to undergo a
surgical removal of it. On May 21st, 2015, I underwent a
surgery by Dr. Patel, a renowned and outstanding surgeon.
During this moment of life and death, members from my
church prayed for me, all my children and grandchildren
flew from as far away as the Philippines to be on my
side. On the day of my operation, Dr. Patel proceeded on
the removal of my right colon according to my medical
report but detected an error; fortunately, Dr. Patel being
as skilled and astute as he is, called the G.L. Clinic to
notify them of the error while he carefully searched for
the actual source of my affliction. Finally he was able to
identify the source on the left side of my colon, he was

left with no other choice but to remove a large part of my
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colon. In the end, three quarters of my colon were excised.
What was originally a 1-hour surgery was prolonged to
almost three hours, the dosage of anesthesia was increased
substantially as well. According to what my children
related to me, I was punching and kicking uncontrollably,
I was deranged; how horrific. Nonetheless, I was able to
recover rapidly within two to three weeks after the surgery
by convalescing at home; my speedy recovery can most

likely be attributed to my adherence to a healthy lifestyle.

My heartfelt advice to my wife and children:

Be devoted and faithful to your duties, uphold
righteousness. Be respectful and filial to your elders, and
be forbearing to the younger ones. Take this to heart,
abstain from these vices: gambling, drug addiction,
promiscuity and sexual indulgence, alcohol and
smoking—these are the Five Abstinences in our family.
Last but not least, please do all you can to look after and
take very good care of my niece, Ming Lee (my eldest
sister's daughter) until the end of her life, for her life has

been very hard and ill-fated. Please do not let me down.

It is appropriate to be united: No doubt my children and
grandchildren will one day build their own families and
will form their own households, but my wish is that all of

you will unite, be kind and loving to one another and to
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help one another; understand that unity is the force that
strengthens us. It is imperative that within a big family
like ours, brothers and sisters and their respective spouses
should always treat one another cordially; only then will our

family’s reputation be the testament of inexorable strength.

I cannot stress this enough, under any circumstances,
please remember my words and carve this in your heart:
Always strive to maintain harmony among brothers and
sisters, no matter what happens, there are no conflicts
nor problems that cannot be resolved amicably among
yourselves. Remember your ties to your siblings. We are
all but passersby in this lifetime, it is not necessary to take

things too seriously.

Cremation

Upon my passing, you need not grieve excessively. I
would prefer that you cremate my body and scatter my
ashes into the sea, as I do not wish for my beloved wife
and children to be wearied by trips visiting me at my
gravesite. As a form of remembrance, I suggest that you
retain some of our pictures and to keep your fondest
memories -- warmth and encouragement of me in your
heart. You may also complement your prayers of me with

fresh flowers and fruits, my soul will rest in peace!
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TILL I SEE YOU AGAIN
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Epilogue

After completely recovering from colon cancer, Dad had
to face his last battle, Lung cancer. This time, despite
radiation treatment, chemotherapy and immunotherapy in
the capable hands of his doctors, cancer continued to spread

aggressively causing his health to deteriorate rapidly.

Knowing that treatments were no longer working, his hope
and sense of purpose started fading. I had to remind him
how lucky he was for having achieved all four blessings.
Now, he just needed to work on that 5th blessing. A week
before he passed away, I told him I am going to run some
errands, he held my hand and said, "I am going." I asked:
"Where to?" "To Heaven." He replied : He was saying
goodbye to me. On the day he passed away, we said
farewell to him before he passed. I told him if he would
like to go, ‘It is okay. God is there. Just follow the light.
Think of God. Grandpa, Grandma, my Aunt ( his sister )
and my uncle ( his brother ) are all waiting for him. Not to
worry about us as we are all fine here’...With God's help,
he received his fifth blessing on Nov. 21, 2016 at 4:40 pm.

He left with a smile on his face.

Truly God had been with him and will always be. Forever.
Praise be to God!

Dr. Wilhelmina Lima Lee
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Dr. Wilhelmina Lima Lee
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